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I (Check One) 

~ a u t e r ' s  Church s t ands  i n  a tree shaded church yard  on the  n o r t h  
s i d e  of  Route 17 nea r  Lore t to  i n  Essex County. The main body of  the  T- 
shaped s t r u c t u r e  measures 56 '6" X 30'2"; t h e  wing p r o j e c t s  16 '  and i s  
30 '2"  wide. The bu i ld ing  i s  covered by a s t e e p  gable  wi th  a s l i g h t  k ick ,  
and wi th  a modi l l ion  co rn ice  a t  i t s  base. The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond wi th  glazed headers  above t h e  bevel led  water  t a b l e  and English bond 
wi th  some i r r e g u l a r  use of g l a z i n g  below. Glazed headers  are a l s o  used i n  
a row p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  barge boards of each gable ,  and i n  every  o t h e r  course 
nex t  t o  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  of  t h e  s o u t h  doorway. Rubbed b r i c k  mark t h e  s a l i e n t  

' corne r s ,  t h e  jambs, and a r c h e s  of the  windows and t h e  two doorways. Queen 
c l o s e r s  a r e  employed a t  a l l  s a l i e n t  co rne r s  and i r r e g u l a r l y  a t  t h e  window 
jambs. There a r e  fou r  l a r g e  windows on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  two on t h e  e a s t  
wall,, one i n  each s i d e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  south  w a l l ,  one i n  each s i d e  o f  t h e  
wing, and two small windows on the  g a l l e r y  l e v e l  a t  t h e  south  end. The 
l a r g e  windows have rounded a rches  and a r e  splayed on t h e  i n t e r i o r  a t  t h e  
top  and s i z e s .  The sma l l  windows have shal low segmental a r ches  o f  rowlocks 
and a r e  splayed a t  t h e  s i d e s .  An i n t r i c a t e  segmental-arched b r i c k  pediment 
surmounts t h e  e l a b o r a t e  western doorway w i t h  i t s  rounded a r c h  and p i l a s t e r s .  
The raked c o r n i c e  inc ludes  syma r e c t a ,  cyma reve r sa ,  f a s c i a  and cyma 
reversa  mouldings, wh i l e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  co rn ice  omits  t h e  cyma reversa .  
This c o r n i c e  breaks o u t  over  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  t o  form the  beginnings of  a n  
abacus,  and c a p i t a l s  a r e  formed by t h e  cyma reve r sa  of  t h i s  corn ice .  The 
southern  doorway wi th  rudimentary p i l a s t e r s  has  a t r i a n g u l a r  pediment, 
inc luding  two cyma r e v e r s a s  separa ted  by a f a s c i a  on bdth  the  raked and t h e  
h o r i z o n t a l  c o r n i c e ,  over  a f l a t  a r c h  of gauged b r i ck .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  i ts  T - shape w i t h  a 
r a i s e d  chancel  on t h e  middle of t h e  no r th  s i d e .  The o r i g i n a l  three-decker  
p u l p i t  which s tood i n  the  e a s t  end was rep laced  i n  1827 wi th  a Bishop Hobart- 
type p u l p i t .  The p r e s e n t  f r o n t  panels  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  may have been 
r e t a ined  from t h e  o r i g i n a l .  The p l ac ing  of  t h e  p u l p i t ,  l e c t e r n  and a l t a r  
a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  as a t  Vau te r ' s  was a n  arrangement advocated i n  t h e  
e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  by Bishop John Henry Hobart of New York. 

The e a r l y  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  g a l l e r i e s  i n  t h e  west  and the  
sou th  ends. The door frames and t h e  wes tern  doors  appear  t o  be o r i g i n a l  
and the  sou th  doors  a r e  probably c o l o n i a l  a s  a r e .  t h e  H-L hinges.  I n  t h e  
windows t h e  muntins and some of t h e  panes a r e  poss ib ly  o r i g i n a l .  The l a r g e  
windows have n ine  l i g h t s  over  n ine  w i t h  fou r  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  f an ,  and t h e  
smal l  have s i x  over  s i x ,  The f l a g s t o n e s  of  t h e  nave and wing a i s l e s  a r e  
 roba ably o r i g i n a l .  The s l i p  pews w i t h  doors  have t h e  o r i g i n a l  benches and 
p a r t  of t h e  s i d e s ,  bu t  t hese  s i d e s  were c u t  down i n  1827. The H-hinges 
s t i l l  i n  use a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

The church w a s  renovated i n  1970, du r ing  which time a new conc re t e  
s h i n g l e  roof  resembling wood s h i n g l e s  rep laced  t h e  o l d  t i n  roof .  Although 
t h e  roof t r u s s e s  a r e  be l i eved  t o  be  o r i g i n a l ,  new beams were added t o  sup- 
p o r t  t h e  increased  weight  o f  t h e  roof .  A new c e i l i n g  has  been i n s t a l l e d  
and t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g  have been p l a s t e r e d .  
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Vauter ' s  Church is regarded a s  one of  t h e  most g r a c e f u l  examples o f  
c o l o n i a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Vi rg in i a .  Standing i n  a n  
unusual ly good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion ,  the  church is noted f o r  the  beauty 
of i ts  brickwork, e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  f i n e  molded b r i c k  doorways and i t s  s k i l l f u l  
use of  glazed headers .  As compared wi th  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  
churches i n  t h e  state, Vauter ' s  p re se rves  a l a r g e  p ropor t ion  of  i ts  
o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  such a s  doors ,  t r i m ,  and i n t e r i o r  f i t t i n g s ,  making the  
bu i ld ing  a v a l u a b l e  textbook of e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  d e t a i l s .  

Vau te r ' s  is t h e  upper Church of S t .  Anne's P a r i s h ,  which was formed 
from S i t t i ngbourne  P a r i s h  i n  1704. This b u i l d i n g  is t h e  p a r i s h ' s  second 
upper church, and i s  be l ieved  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  appa ren t ly  was b u i l t  i n  1719, 
and t h e  sou th  wing o f  conforming s t y l e  was added i n  1731. The name, 
V a u t e r ' s ,  s e e m s  t o  d e r i v e  from t h e  name of t h e  fami ly  t h a t  owned the  
a d j o i n i n g  land when the  church was b u i l t .  

The church was abandoned a f t e r  the  Dises tab l i shment  u n t i l  around 1814. 
I t  d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  s o  s e v e r l y  as some churches a t  t h i s  t ime, because the  
Garne t t  fami ly  of  nearby Elmwood P l a n t a t i o n  claimed t h e  land on which t h e  
church s tood,  and pe r sona l ly  p ro tec t ed  t h e  church from vandalism. 
Regular s e r v i c e s  were resumed about  1822, and t h e  i n t e r i o r  was renovated 
i n  1827. Unlike n e a r l y  a l l  o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  churches i n  Vi rg in i a ,  Vauter ' s  1 
a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  damaged i n  t h e  Revolut ion,  the  War of  1812, o r  t h e  War 
Between t h e  S t a t e s .  The church underwent a n  ex tens ive  renovat ion  i n  1970 

V a u t e r ' s  owns p a r t  of  a s i l v e r  communion s e r v i c e  made i n  1724 by 
William Pearson of  London. A l l  o f  i t  b u t  one c h a l i c e  was s t o l e n ,  
p o s s i b l y  du r ing  t h e  War Between the  S t a t e s ,  bu t  ano the r  c h a l i c e  and a 
pa ten  were recognized,  bought and re turned  t o  t h e  church i n  1909. The 
f l agon  has  never  been found. 
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